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Houston Teen Rapper J. Xavier to Perform
 During Olympic Games in Beijing 
And Further Mission of HIV/AIDS Awareness 
As World AIDS Youth Ambassador and Youth Leader

HOUSTON, Texas (July 16, 2008) --  Justin Xavier Harris is a talented and popular yet well-mannered and unpretentious 16-year-old who is known by many in Houston and nationally as J. Xavier, World AIDS Youth Ambassador, actor, rapper, songwriter, volunteer and youth leader.  And soon ─ on Aug. 12, 2008, to be exact ─ J. Xavier also will become a performer during the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing, China.

J. Xavier plans to be in Beijing from Aug. 9 through Aug. 27. He will debut his song “Yao Ming Wants The Dunk” in English and Mandarin and a tribute song for the Olympic Games called “The Olympic Call” that he co-wrote with Che’Nelle.  Che’Nelle,  a national recording artist who is signed with Capitol Records,  has a previous recording with J. Xavier called “Take Each Day,” an HIV/AIDS awareness song.  They have teamed up to support a common cause and unite their talents on a global platform. J. Xavier also will launch his sophomore album, “The Youngest In Charge,” as he tours hospitals in other cities and villages in China to visit children who were injured by the recent catastrophic earthquake.  
According to the official invitation letter that J. Xavier and his family received from The Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad Cultural Activities Department, J. Xavier is scheduled to perform on Aug. 12.  He is one of many artists who are participating in a multi-arts performance at the Xiang Yun Theatre in the Beijing Olympic Park during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games of 2008.  The Xiang Yun Theatre is located at the center of the Olympic Park, next to the Beijing National Stadium (Bird's Nest), and Beijing National Aquatics Center (The Water Cube). The Xiang Yun Theatre performances will directly serve the audience, athletes, the international Olympic officials, VIPs and media from all over the world.


 The performances at the XiangYun Theatre are intended to be a high level international performance with world-class artists from all over the world. These performances are expected to be an international cultural exchange and one of the cultural highlights of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games festivities.


“I’m elated to be chosen to not only represent Houston, Texas, but also the USA.  This is an experience that I’m definitely looking forward to!” commented J. Xavier.

J. Xavier also is scheduled for a special performance on CCTV on Aug. 12, which is China’s No. 1 television station.  

J. Xavier has performed live more than 300 times, he has developed his own TV show  “YGTV” (Young Generation TV) which is now featured on Music Choice, and has conducted more than 75 television interviews with celebrities like Chris Brown,  Lil’ Wayne, Nick Cannon and Kobe Bryant.   (For a full bio on J. Xavier, please visit www.myspace.com/liljx.) 
Zhong “John” Xie, Peter Huang and Lao Jin, co-founders of Houston-based US-China Culture & Sports Alliance, recommended J. Xavier to the Cultural Activities Department of The Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG). 

“Among thousands of applicants, they accepted our recommendation for J. Xavier to perform.  The Cultural Activities Department is responsible for the organization and implementation of the Olympic youth camp and various ceremonies as well as other Olympic cultural activities, and the design and management of the look and image of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,” explained Xie, president of US-China Culture & Sports Alliance.

Xie is also chairman and president of MING BRIDGE International Group, Ltd. Co. which is based in Houston and publishes USA-SINO News, MING BRIDGE SPORTS and Houston Chinese Yearbook.
Support for J. Xavier

J. Xavier welcomes support from fans, music enthusiasts, youth advocates, champions for HIV/AIDS education and treatment, and others who believe in the positive work he is doing through music and ministry.  He is available for fundraising concerts and special appearances before he departs for China.

J. Xavier also welcomes contributions in any amount to The Berryman House, Inc., which is one of his charities of choice. Tax deductible contributions can be made to The Berryman House, Inc., P.O. Box 14189, Houston, Texas 77221.  The Berryman House is a 501 (c) (3) organization for which J. Xavier serves as a youth spokesperson and ambassador. The Berryman House, Inc. was founded in 1994 by Kim Berryman whose life was changed through the power of God.  The Berryman House originally was a supervised living facility for men and women challenged with mental and physically disabilities, homelessness and HIV/AIDS. 
Samuel Harris Jr., J. Xavier’s father and business manager, became president of The Berryman House in 1997.  In 2007, The Berryman House refocused its efforts toward youth outreach using music to deliver educational programs about abstinence, drugs and HIV/AIDS awareness.  The organization plans and promotes programs dedicated to HIV/AIDS awareness, nutrition education and leadership training at schools, churches and outreach events.  The Berryman House also has partnered with AIDS Foundation Houston and Fighting AIDS with Nutrition (which provides vitamin supplements to adults and children with AIDS in Botswana, Africa).  Through its collaboration with NooDay Entertainment and Pure Platinum Music Group, The Berryman House leverages the use of Hip Hop, R&B, Gospel music and dance to advance the mission of HIV awareness and testing.  

“The goal of The Berryman House is to increase awareness of the dangers of the spread of HIV/AIDS and to empower our youth to make responsible and wise decisions for their own personal health and well-being.  We plan to provide specialized activities and workshops for the youth to enjoy a positive social environment, acquire knowledge and achieve the level of training and practical experience that they need to become effective leaders.  This is a faith-directed move and each one of us can make a difference by stepping forth in friendship, word and song to help others less knowledgeable or less fortunate than ourselves,” explained Samuel Harris.

For more information about J. Xavier’s role as World AIDS Youth Ambassador or his youth leader involvement with The Berryman House, contact Samuel Harris at 832/878-8535 or noodayent@aol.com.
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