1

[image: image3.emf]
Sponsored By: 
The Angel Applegate Awards Foundation

Global Awareness for Character Education 

Respect, Responsibility, Compassion, Integrity and Good Citizenship
www.angelapplegate.com

 THE ANGEL APPLEGATE INTERNATIONAL P.A.C.E. AWARDS                 
                 FIRST PLACE WINNER’S ENTRY 
[image: image1.jpg]


 

“Goody inspiring work, Joey! My best wishes to you all!” --Angel Applegate 
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                                             By
                               JOEY RIZZOLO
Fri, 1-4-08-6:38PM -My name is Joey Rizzolo and my town, Paramus, is located less than ten miles from New York City.  We suffered great losses on September 11th.  Even though six years have passed, the hurt still lingers.  In January of 2007, I decided to initiate a Freedom Walk.  I organized this event to remember lives lost on 9/11 and to honor our local First Responders and Veterans, past and present.  On September 9th, a beautiful Sunday afternoon, over 450 Paramus residents, Fire, Police, Rescue, Ambulance crews, Veterans and US Congressman Scott Garrett gathered as one to take time out of our busy lives to remember.
 

    Since elementary school, I have been involved in Operation Goody Bag.  OGB sends treats to say “thanks” to those who serve to keep us safe and free. Over 60,000 Goody Bags have been shipped.  Because of our work, we became a member of America Supports You.  When on their website, I noticed that they hold a Freedom Walk in DC to remember lives lost on 9/11.  I decided to hold a Freedom Walk in Paramus.  I approached the OGB director and school principal for approval.  Then, I held meetings with the Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education, Mayor and Council, and County Freeholders to finalize approvals.  I formed a committee and oversaw fundraising, advertising and donations.  We raised over $7,000 to help defray costs. I am just a 12 year old kid with a dream. (Joey is 13 now).  I had never done anything like this before, but I knew it had to be done.  Over 450 people took time out of their busy lives to gather together to remember, reflect and renew their commitment to freedom and the values that make America strong.  It was an emotional and uplifting experience.  One teary-eyed WWII Veteran approached me, searching for the right words to thank me.  “I know that the future of America is in good hands with kids like you!” At the last town meeting, the Mayor vowed that my Freedom Walk will become a town tradition. 

     

    What motivated me the most is that the work of honoring is never complete. The Freedom Walk is aimed at honoring those touched by 9/11 . . . a mother or father who lost a child or a child who lost a parent; the First Responders who lost their lives or the ones who saved lives; soldiers who served to keep us free and the ones who are serving now. 

 

    I came up with the idea after reading the America Supports You web site.  ASY began in Washington , D.C. in 2004 as a way to remember the victims of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 . I knew that Paramus didn't really do anything in memory of 9/11 and I knew that Paramus lost five residents.  That’s when I knew that I had to do something. In 2006, Freedom Walks were held in 130 cities across America , and I wanted Paramus to be a part of it. 

 

My inspiration came from several places. First, I know several people who died on September 11th. I have a friend who lost his mother in the attack on the World Trade Center . I can’t even imagine a day going by without my mother.  One of our town soccer coaches died as well.  Each day I walk home from school, I walked passed a small, white house with one tiny white candle light in the window.  The woman’s fiancé died just before they were about to get married.  For some reason, I always think of him when I walk by.  One of our teachers lost her best friend.  He was a Firefighter from a town nearby whose unit was sent over to New York City to help.  Everywhere you turn, there is someone who knows someone who died.  

Secondly, before 9/11, I took First Responders for granted and I know many Americans did.  Even though I was only six, I still remember sitting home, waiting to go to the doctor to get my cast removed and watching everything on television.  I remember thinking how brave the firefighters were.  They looked like Superheroes when they climbed the rubble. I had a new appreciation for all the sacrifices they make each day to keep us safe.          

Thirdly, I think of my neighbor, Mikie.  He is a Sergeant in the Marine Corps and serving his second tour of duty in Iraq . I think of all he has sacrificed and all the sacrifices of past Veterans.

I feel that the Freedom Walk is important because it a time for people to remember and reflect on those we lost and a time to renew our commitment to freedom.  I know exactly what I was doing on that September day and I wanted the people of Paramus to never forget.  The only way I knew I could do that was by having a Freedom Walk.  On September 9th, the 450 people who came to my Freedom Walk took time out of their busy day and remembered. While walking, I heard conversations that about what people were doing that very day.  I heard conversations about people talking about loved ones.  It was a very emotional day, and people were not embarrassed to cry. That’s when I realized that what I had accomplished was important. I made people gather together, to stop and remember. I made people realize how lucky they were.  Most all I realized I did something important that will change the way people of Paramus will remember September 11th.  
Sincerely,
Joey Rizzolo
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