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For immediate release 
13-year-old Joey Rizzolo wins prestigious First Place International Angel Applegate PACE Award! 

Paramus praised as “global village”





Paramus, NJ (PRWEB) April 22, 2008  
On Monday evening, April 7, 2008, to a standing room only crowd with the Board of Education that included the Mayor of Paramus, John Tedesco, JOEY RIZZOLO, looking much wiser than his 13 years, humbly accepted his First Place PACE Award (Powerful Advocates for Character Education)—a $1000 check toward his education and a glittering trophy-- from the Angel Applegate Awards Foundation.  Leah Monte Litzner, its passionate Founder, established her philanthropic organization in Cherry Hill, NJ, in 2006 to encourage and inspire children to try to be the best they can be.  The 2nd Place $500 PACE award went to Narine Ellen Wandrey of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and 3rd Place went to an elementary school girl in the U.K. (We’re waiting for the release from her mom before giving out her name.) 
Founder Litzner proudly told Joey’s story. Tears came to her eyes as she shared how “only a 12-year-old kid with a dream” in a town less than 10 miles from New York City, was moved to organize a Freedom Walk in Paramus to honor their five people who lost their lives in 9/11 and all those who lost their lives to keep us free.  450 came and they raised over $7,000. Since elementary school, encouraged by his teacher Jane Cosco, Joey had gotten involved with Operation Goody Bag and helped send over 60,000 Goody Bag treats to America’s First Responders, including U.S. military personnel, fire, rescue and ambulance people. You can read his 1st place story on the Contest page at www.AngelApplegate.com.

Said Litzner, “Joey is a role model and inspiration for what our Foundation is all about. Obviously,  he has a lot of support from his mother Rosa and family who  care. Our dream for next year is for thousands of entries in our contest, and the year after that, millions globally! We have to raise the consciousness of children.  We have to take back our children! And what I see here in Paramus--Principal Dr. Bott and the Mayor, the parents and children all working together as one---is an example that shows the world we can be a global village coming together for our children! This is a great kick-off! And for all of you asking about our book, Angel Applegate is landing soon!”
Angel Applegate & the Crystal Eye of Zinkubus 

To Come Out in the Fall of 2008! (Xlibris/Random House)
Videographer Tony Carol and wife Maria Carol, former co-founder of AccuWeather and renowned fundraiser, recorded the event and John Litzner shot photographs.  Joey Rizzolo has his own book out now, Twenty Steps to Freedom.  All children in grades 1-12 are encouraged to go to www.AngelApplegate.com, the contest page, and enter the 2009 annual Angel Applegate International PACE Award Contest.
